CALL FOR ARTISTS / REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
City of Muscatine, lowa
Public Art

Deadline for Submissiorivarch 1, 2021

Project OrganizerCity of Muscatine Public Art Advisory Commission
Contact:Melanie Alexander, Staff Liaison to Public Art Advisory Commission and
Director of the Muscatine Art Centenalexander@muscatineiowa.gob63-263-8282
Project Budgetbase amount 0$25,000 (potentially greater for an exemplary project)

INTRODUCTION
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(RFQ) to identify three qualified artists to develsite-specific public art proposals in and/or
surrounding the newly constructed roundabout at Mulberry Avenue and Second Street in
Muscatine, lowa.

The RFQ is the first phase of a thyg®asedprocess concluding with the installation of a single
publicart project. The Public Art Advisory Commission will seleceéhartists from the RFQ
Each selected artist will receivespend of$750 to develop their public adoncept The three
conceptprojects willthen be presented for broad community input asélection. One artist

will be selected fothe third phase of fabrication and installation.

ELIGIBILITY / MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS

Professional or emerging/student artists 21 years of age and older residing in lowa and
neighboring states may apply. Artistdo are fulitime employees of the City of Muscatine are
not eligible to apply. The application is open to individuals who meet these requirements
regardless of race, color, national origin (ancestry), sex, sexual preference/orientation, gender
identity, gender expression, transgender, marital or parental status, creed, religion or political
beliefs, mental or physical disability, genetic information or status as a veteran. Artists must
have the ability to travel to Muscatine, lowa to complete the instaiat

SUBMISSION REQUIREME({args and details provided on pagé®)
1. Application Form wittsignature andist oftwo references
2. Letter of Interestg Tell us why the project is a good fit for you. (2 page limit)
3. Resume/CV (3 page limit)
4. Images oprior projects, preferably public art installationdimited to 8 images, file size
not to exceed 10mb)

EVALUATION

Submissions will be evaluated onlyhé application is complete, received by the deadline, and
requirementsare met. The Public Art Advisory Commissionmalke selectionbased on the

F NI A a iverlg (i KB IamidikykoscanPlate anddeliver a project that meets the stated
goals andthe reasoning provided in the NJi fetteriofikterest. During tk selection process,
artists may be asked to participate in an interview, and references may be contacted.


mailto:malexander@muscatineiowa.gov

PUBLIC ART GOALS
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permanent work that reflects the Muscatine community and/or its history, is unique to

Muscatine, can be easily maintained, is designed to be durabig will not impede the safety

of motorists or pelestrians The Advisory Commission will consider artists who work in

materials and forms that meet these criteria.

CITY of MUSCATINE

Muscatine is a vibrant Mississippi River community where a rich tradition of community pride
and entrepreneurial spirit has created an outstanding environment to live and work. Muscatine
values its history, has a strong sense of community, is rich inralfind economic diversity,

and has strong global connections.

SITE VICINITY
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Within the neighboring blocks of the roundabout, drivers and pedestrians pass by the
headquarters for HNI Corporation, the historic Muscatine County courthouse, the Muscatine

library / community centerR 2 ¢ y (i MigtefiQtkireestory buildings with storefronts and

upstairs apartments, and the Mississippi River.

ABOUT the SITE
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The Mssissippi River is visible from
the roundabout. The roundabout
serves as the gateway to the historic
downtown.
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art. See the note at the bottom of this page.
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Concept plans may be developed for the center of the roundabout and/or near theciee
seating area on the Mulberry side in the direction of the Mississippi Ritercurrent plantings
can be adjusted to accommodate a highly desirable project.
&
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Car and truck traffic through the roundabout 7 %531 < Daly traffic numbers
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is considerable. Pedesins are not
encouraged to walkhrough the center of the
roundabout. Pedestrian traffic is directed
through the four medians.

** The ideal concept for the centef the
roundabout would provide some visual
blocking so drivers are not distracted by
activity in the blocks ahead. The ideal concept
would not draw pedestrians into the center of
the roundabout.Concepts that do not place

art in the middle of the roundabout will also
be considered*




View from inside the
roundabout, lookng away
from downtown, on Second
Street. To the right is the
corporate Headquarters for
HNI (office furniture
manufacturer) The overpass
with windows contains a
conveyor for moving office
furniture product to buildings
on the other side of the street

View from median, look
through the roundabout and
towards downtown, on
Mulberry. The Musser Public
Library/HNI Conmunity
Center is on the leftA
Goodyear tire store, followed £
by a series of three story "ﬁ = 3 — |
historic buildings, is on the ; . ' - ————

right. - R > 0
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View lookngthrough the
roundabout away from the
Mississippi Riveion
Mulberry AvenueThe tall
building in the backgrounis
the historic Muscatine
County Courthouse.

Viewthrough the
roundabout
following
Mulberry to
Mississippi Drive.
TheMississippi
Riverisin the
backgroundas
well as darge
historic home on
the left.



